
What is the process for child arrangement orders?

These orders decide who the child is to live with or spend time with,
and can be granted to more than one person whether they live

together or not.

Private law applications about arrangements
for children

Pre-application
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Mediation Intake Assessment Meeting
(MIAM) takes place with a mediator.
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Service Requirements

Commencing Proceedings
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If freestanding, the applicant will complete
and send to the court a Form C100 with

Form FM1 attached.

If there is risk of harm or abuse, the
applicant will also apply with Form CA1

(includes physical, intellectual, emotional,
social and behavioural harm). 

The applicant will need to list every person
with parental responsibility (PR) as the

respondents.

If there is an existing proceeding or the
applicant needs permission to apply, then
the applicant can apply using a Form C2.

The court fee is currently £215.
You may be eligible for fee remission

subject to means-testing. This is when the
fee is either waived or reduced.

At least three copies of the application
should be sent to the court

(one for the court to retain, one for each
respondent and one for your file).
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The court fixes the date for the First
Hearing Dispute Resolution Appointment

(FHDRA)within 4 weeks of issue
(save for urgent cases).

Applications are issued on day of receipt.
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No later than 24 hours after issue, the court
shall send or hand to the applicant and send

to CAFCASS:

Copy of Form C100
(and Form C1A if applicable)

Notice of hearings (Form C6)

Acknowledgment of service (C7)

Blank statement of information Form (C1A)

Certificate of service (C9)

Information leaflets for the parties
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The applicant serves the documents and
files the certificate of service.
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Respondent must respond to application.

They must file at court and serve on the
applicant a written answer in Form C7

within 14 days of service of the application.

 The respondent may also complete a
supplemental Form C1A if applicable.
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Once Form C7 and any Form C1A have
been filed at court, the court sends a copy

of each form to CAFCASS on the day of
receipt for safety checks to be undertaken.

Copies are also sent to the applicant.

First Hearing and Dispute Resolution
Appointment (FHDRA)
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The parties and a CAFCASS officer must
attend. This is where there is an initial

investigation of issues and a chance to see if
an agreement can be reached without the

need for a full hearing.

If no agreements are made, then
parties will need to consider:

Timetable through to the final
hearing

Welfare report- otherwise known as
a s7 report or a wishes and feelings

report

Judicial continuity

Others to be joined

CAFCASS attendance

Witness statements

Expert evidence

Documents to be relied upon

Transfer i.e. to a different level of
judge or to a different court

Interim arrangement for where the
child should live and with whom they

spend time with

If agreements are made, the
court can grant a consent order
and conclude the proceedings.
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If no final agreement is reached,
the court will give case

management directions.

Further directions are given to
ensure that the case is ready for
hearing and to promote further

discussion/negotiation.
The parties will be informed of
the date, time and venue of the

next hearing.

There can be one or more
directions hearings scheduled

depending on the complexity of
the case.
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Final Hearing

111

The court hears the all the evidence and
makes an order.

Orders must be in writing and give details
of any finding of fact and give reasons for

the decision.

Orders must be served on each party and
any party with whom the child lives.

For more information or advice on marriage and relationships please contact us on 
0121 200 3242 or info@anthonycollins.com

Please note that this infographic is intended to give an outline of the process and is in no way indicative of every case.


